GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER
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Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)

Release Date: October 13, 2018

Gigabit DC Challenge
Inspiring Innovative High-Performance Applications to Solve Complex City Challenges
The DC Office of the Chief Technology Office (OCTO) invites area application developers and entrepreneurs to compete in the Gigabit DC Challenge (GigabitDCx). DC seeks next-gen, high-performance applications that address complex challenges in the areas of city mobility and the environment. GigabitDCx is a two-phased, reverse pitch competition in which competitors will submit proposals to develop and demonstrate gigabit app solutions in the described focus areas. In phase two, semi-finalists will advance their concepts and build prototypes of proposed solutions for a chance to win one of two final awards. 
· Phase 1: Up to six (6) finalists will be invited to advance to phase 2.

· Phase 2: Two (2) awardees splitting $34,000 in award funds.

Competitors will have access to mentors and subject matter experts to advise and answer questions throughout the process. Proposals can focus on one or both challenge areas.
With the emergence of gigabit services to the home and 5G wireless networks, capabilities enabled by such speed will rapidly become more main-stream. A next-generation or “gigabit” application is a high-performance application that leverage the power of gigabit-speed networks to address real-world challenges. Gigabit applications often rely on complex interactions of Internet of Things/cyber-physical systems and local cloud computing to enable the efficient processing of big data and low-latency response time.  
Example city mobility solutions may include: 

· Traffic Safety Solutions that make District streets safer for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers, including capabilities such as incident recognition and alerting systems for any form of mobility (in line with DC Vision Zero goals).

· Traffic Management Solutions providing visibility, understanding, and alerting of traffic abnormalities—such as unexpected traffic congestion or an unusual amount of foot traffic in a section of the city—that require immediate city agency response.

· Multi-Modal Solutions providing visibility of modal options to residents, commuters, and visitors, especially more environmentally friendly options (walking, biking, public transit, etc.).
Example environment-related solutions may include:

· Air Quality Sensing Solutions providing actionable insights using urban air quality data; enhanced enforcement capabilities of air quality regulations; or alert systems that better inform residents and visitors on health-related air quality factors.

· Water Quantity and Quality Sensing Solutions providing monitoring, measuring, and alerting on District waterways. This capability could help inform District environmental, planning, and public safety response agencies with real-time information such as water quality and rising levels (especially in flood plain areas).

· Smart Building Sensing Solutions enhancing building energy and other efficiencies in support of the District's Clean Energy plan and the mission of BuildSmart DC.

· Smart Waste Diversion Solutions that goals of Zero Waste DC and the Office of the Clean City and could enable residents and visitors to quickly locate waste, compost and recycling options based on location through gamification and reward incentives.
Funding

Up to $34,000 in award funds will be split between two (2) awardees.
Eligibility 
Submissions can be from an individual or a team but the individual or team must be affiliated with a non-profit organization (including educational institutions) or for-profit organization to receive the award. For individuals or teams not already affiliated with a non-profit or for-profit entity, LLC and 501c(3) formation guidance will be offered and temporary affiliation can be made available.
If you are submitting as an individual, you must be age 18 or older at the time of entry and a U.S. citizen or permanent resident of the U.S. or its territories. If you are submitting as a team, at least one team member must be age 18 or older at the time of entry and a U.S. citizen or permanent resident of the U.S. or its territories. This team member will serve as the “team sponsor” and will take responsibility for the team output and any legal agreements. 

District of Columbia employees are not eligible to compete in GigabitDCx with the following exception: employees of educational institutions of the District of Columbia Government serving in team advisory capacities may participate.
Availability

Please join us for the GigabitDCx Kickoff Event to be held October 13, 2018:
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	GigabitDCx Kickoff Event

October 13, 2018, 9 a.m. EDT

WeWork

80 M Street, SE, 20009




Competition overview, terms and conditions, judging criteria, and detailed timeline are available now at https://www.herox.com/gigabitDCx. 
Online submission will be available on the portal on October 13, 2018.

All Phase 1 submissions are due by November 12, 2018 at 5 p.m. EST.
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