GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

TAXICAB COMMISSION
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
GRANTS FOR
COORDINATED ALTERNATIVE TO PARATRANSIT SERVICES (“CAPS-DC”)
The Government of the District of Columbia, Taxicab Commission is soliciting applications from approved taxicab companies to provide, through the Coordinated Alternative to Paratransit Services (“CAPS-DC”) pilot program, a cost-effective, high service quality MetroAccess paratransit service alternative to consenting MetroAccess dialysis patients.  CAPS-DC stands to save District taxpayers as much as $1.8 million a year while increasing the number of wheelchair accessible taxicabs in the D.C. fleet.  Under CAPS-DC, DCTC-approved taxicab companies will provide dialysis patients with MetroAccess paratransit service to and from Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA)-identified dialysis centers.  Paratransit service will be provided by wheelchair accessible and non-accessible taxicabs, depending on the needs of the requesting dialysis patient.  Upon approval, participating taxicab companies must purchase wheelchair accessible paratranist vehicles from WMATA.  Those vehicles, subject to availability and service priority, can provide both CAPS-DC paratransit service AND wheelchair accessible taxicab service, District-wide.  Dialysis patients will be issued pre-funded debit cards to pay for a portion of the fare, paying the remaining fare in any format acceptable under DCTC regulations.
DCTC intends to make available $96,000 in grant funds, available no later than October 1, 2014, for DCTC-approved taxicab companies to purchase WMATA paratransit vehicles at a WMATA auction.  WMATA will make at least twenty (20) vehicles available for sale during the course of the MOU, on a rolling basis, at an estimated value of $4,800 each, subject to the availability of grant funds.  
The Request for Applications (“RFA”) RFA# CAPS-DC2014-10-001 release date will be Friday, August 15, 2014.  The full text of the Request for Applications will be available online at DCTC’s website.  It will also be available for pickup. A person may obtain a copy of this RFA by any of the following means:

Download by visiting the DCTC website, www.dctaxi.dc.gov.  

Email a request to karl.muhammad2@dc.gov with “Request copy of RFA CAPS-DC” in the subject line.
In person by making an appointment to pick up a copy from the DCTC ADA office at 2041 Martin Luther King, Jr Avenue, SE, 4th Floor, Washington, DC 20020 (call Karl Muhammad at (202) 645-4435 or 645-6018 and mention this RFA by name); or

Write DCTC at 2041 Martin Luther King, Jr Avenue, SE 4th Floor, Washington, DC 20020, “Attn: Request copy of RFA# CAPS-DC2014-10-001” on the outside of the letter.

The deadline for application submissions is 8/28/2014, at 4:00 p.m.  Five hard copies must be submitted to the above address and a complete electronic copy must be e-mailed to karl.muhammad2@dc.gov. 

Eligibility: Only taxicab companies that have been approved by DCTC to participate in CAPS-DC may apply for these grants. 
Period of Awards: The CAPS-DC grant program performance period will begin in September 2014 and end on 9/30/2015.
Available Funding: Approximately $96,000.00 will be available for one or more awards. Award amounts will range from a minimum of $4,800 up to a maximum of $96,000.  There may be more than one grant recipient.  The amount is contingent on availability of funding and approval by the appropriate agencies. 
For additional information regarding this RFA, please contact Karl Muhammad at karl.muhammad2@dc.gov or (202) 645-4435 or 645-6018.  
