OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
Fiscal Year 2012 Pre-Kindergarten Program 
Request for Application Release Date: January 4, 2013
Grant Application Submission Deadline: February 13, 2013
The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) is responsible for coordinating early childhood education services for District of Columbia children and their families.  The OSSE provides leadership and coordination to ensure all District of Columbia children from birth through age 12, or through age 18 for children with disabilities, have access to high quality early childhood development programs. OSSE works to develop an effective early childhood education system by implementing high standards for programs and professionals, creating supports to meet these standards, adhering to rigorous accountability measures, engaging community stakeholders and securing strong financial supports.

The Pre-Kindergarten Program managed by the OSSE is the result of the Pre-K Enhancement and Expansion Act of 2008 (“the Act”), D.C. Code §§ 38-271 – 38-275.  The District of Columbia is committed to providing high quality early education to the children of the District
of Columbia.  All children with verified residency in the District of Columbia and who are of Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) age are eligible to be served in the Pre-Kindergarten Program regardless of race, ethnicity, income, religion or membership in other protected groups. The legislation defines “Pre-K age” as children three (3) years of age on or before September 30th of the upcoming school year, or four (4) years of age, and children who become five (5) years of age after September 30th of the upcoming school year. This legislation is a key part of the OSSE’s goal to ensure that all District of Columbia children will be ready for school and that all District children receive an excellent education for success in the 21st century. 

Request for Applications: The OSSE seeks to award grants to eligible organizations to establish Pre-K classrooms that provide age-appropriate, high-quality early educational services to children. It seeks applications from community-based organizations (CBOs) which the Act defines as Head Start and early childhood education programs operated by a nonprofit or faith-based organization, or for-profit organization that participates in federally-funded and/or District-funded early childhood programs, including the Child Care Subsidy Program funded by the federal Child Care and Development Fund and District of Columbia appropriated funds. Applicants must meet high-quality standards and program requirements as defined by Section 38-272.01 of the Act. Applicants must have a Gold designation under the OSSE’s Going for the Gold Tiered Rate Reimbursement System.
Anticipated Number of Awards:   The OSSE seeks to fund five (5) classrooms.  Grant awards will not exceed the District of Columbia per pupil funding amount of $11,629 per Pre-K child.  The exact amount of the award will be based on the age of the children and the number of children per classroom.  Pre-K programs are required to enroll and maintain a class size of no fewer than sixteen (16) students per classroom. Programs that are not able to maintain full enrollment will be subject to a reduction in funding. Under this initiative, a maximum of $935,000 is available for this purpose. 
Available Funding for Awards: Funding for the Pre-Kindergarten Program is made available through the District of Columbia Local Funds authorized by the Pre-Kindergarten Enhancement and Expansion Act of 2008. Grantees will be subject to requirements set forth in District of Columbia statutes and any accompanying regulations.  The OSSE maintains the right to adjust the grant award and amount based on funding availability. Funding for the award is contingent on continued availability of funds.  This Request for Applications (RFA) does not commit the OSSE to make an award.
Important Dates: The Request for Applications (RFA) will be available on January 4, 2013. Applications may be obtained from the Office of Partnerships and Grant Services website, Funding Alert link @ http://opgs.dc.gov/page/funding-alert or the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) website, http://osse.dc.gov/. Applications may also be obtained from Mr. Walter C. Lundy, Jr., Associate Director, 810 First Street, NE, 9th Floor, Washington, DC 20002. Please call (202) 442-4780 or send an email to Walter.Lundy@dc.gov. The deadline for application submission is February 13, 2013 at 3:30 p.m. EST.
Parties interested in applying for this RFA are strongly recommended to attend the
Pre-Application Conference that will be held on January 23, 2013, from 10:00 a.m. to Noon 
EST at 810 First Street, NE, 4th Floor, Conference Rm. 4002, Washington, DC 20002. Interested parties planning to attend the Pre-Application Conference are requested to RSVP to 
Mr. Walter Lundy, Jr. via e-mail to Walter.Lundy@dc.gov by January 22, 2013.
