OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY

Fiscal Year 2019 

GATEWAY TO CAREERS GRANT

Request for Application (RFA) Release Date: January 7, 2019 (12:00 noon EST)

The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) is the District of Columbia agency responsible for administering the Adult and Family Education Program (AFE).  As authorized by the State Education Office Establishment Act of 2000 (D.C. Law 13-176; D.C. Code § 38-2602(b)(29)), as amended by the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Support Act of 2017, Sec. 4052, 
OSSE will award, on a competitive basis, Gateway to Careers grant funding to eligible providers to design and implement Integrated Adult Basic Education (ABE) and/or Integrated English Language Acquisition (ELA) and Workforce Preparation services (e.g. career awareness, exploration, mapping, planning services, etc.) for the purpose of educational and career advancement of eligible individuals in the District of Columbia.  
Eligibility and Selection Criteria: An eligible provider are education service providers that may include: 1) a local educational agency; 2) a community-based organization; 3) a faith-based organization; 4) a volunteer literacy organization; 5) an institution of higher education; 6) a library; 7) a public housing authority; 8) a public or private nonprofit organization that is not described above and has the ability to provide adult education and literacy activities to eligible individuals; 9) a partnership between an employer and an entity described above; and 10) a consortium or coalition composed of three or more entity types described above. 

An eligible individual is a person who is 1) 18 years of age and older; 2) a DC resident or ward of DC; 3) not enrolled or required to be enrolled in secondary school under State law; and 4) an adult learner with basic skills deficiencies or an English language learner.  Specifically, the grant focuses on serving low-level learners or those with educational functioning levels at or below the 5th grade.  
Grant funds will be used to provide 1) adult education and literacy activities, 2) workforce preparation activities, 3) supportive services, and 4) transition services to District residents with basic skills deficiencies, limited English proficiency and barriers to employment to pursue their desired career paths.
Length of the Award:  Funding will be used to serve District residents in Fiscal Year (FY) 19 from March 18, 2019 through September 30, 2019.  Based on sub-grantee performance and student progress and outcomes during and at the end of this grant period, providers with evidence of demonstrated effectiveness may be eligible to receive continuation funding, if available, in FY 20.
Available Funding for Award:   OSSE will award approximately $500,000 in local funding.  Grants will be awarded to two to four eligible providers with a minimum award of $125,000 and a maximum award of up to $250,000.   

Application Process:  An external review panel will be convened to review, score, and rank each application for a competitive grant. The review panel will be composed of external neutral, qualified, professional individuals selected for their expertise, knowledge or related experiences. Each application will be scored against a rubric and applications will have multiple reviewers to ensure accurate scoring. Upon completion of its review, the panel shall make recommendations for awards based on the scoring rubric(s). The State Superintendent or her designee will make all final award decisions.  The Request for Applications (RFA) will be released on January 7, 2019.  An optional pre-application conference will be held in room 523 on the 5th floor of OSSE’s offices, 1050 First St. NE, on January 14, 2019 from 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM.  Applications must be submitted by February 22, 2019.  Awards will be announced by March 15, 2019.  

For additional information, please email osse.afeta@dc.gov or contact the staff below in the Office of the State Superintendent of Education, Adult and Family Education program.  
	
Name
	Email Address
	Phone Number

	Stacey Downey
	Stacey.Downey@dc.gov
	(202) 727-8446

	Tracy Richard
	Tracy.Richard@dc.gov
	(202) 741-5531


The Request for Applications (RFA) will be posted on the District of Columbia Office of Partnerships and Grant Services website and on the OSSE School Year 2018-19 Grant Forecast web page at https://osse.dc.gov/page/osse-school-year-2018-19-grant-forecast.  All applications will be submitted through the Enterprise Grants Management System (EGMS) at grants.osse.dc.gov.
