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DOMESTIC MIGRATION from page 1

Positive net migration indicates that inflow is
greater than outflow, while negative net
migration indicates inflow is less than outflow.

Domestic Inflows and Outflows:
States

State to state and state to county migration
patterns for District of Columbia from 2000
through 2007 are based on data obtained
from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
which measures migration with data com-
puted from tax filings.

(Note: The numbers for inflows and out-
flows of people presented in this report
reflect only the population that filed taxes
for those years. Although it's an acceptable
representation of the movement of people,
it does not capture those people who
moved but did not file their taxes. However,
this data set is the best available indicator
of domestic migration).

District of Columbia exchanged migrants
with many states between 2000 and 2007.
In 2000-2001, 31,700 people moved into
the District from other states and 36,907
people moved out of the District to other
states. In 2006-2007, 31,745 people moved
into the District from other states and
37,403 people moved out of the District to
other states. Other periods between 2001

Fig 1: Annual Domestic Migration: District of Columbia 2000-2007
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and 2006 showed similar patterns of move-
ment. Figure 1 shows the annual inflows
and outflows of District of Columbia during
the 2000 to 2007 period.

During the 2000 to 2007 periods more peo-
ple moved out of the District to all other
states than people moving into the District
from other states. Top destinations for peo-
ple leaving the District were neighboring
states Maryland and Virginia, followed by

New York. Table 1 below shows the top
three state to state inflows to and outflows
from the District of Columbia during the
2000 to 2007 periods.

Domestic migration is a major factor in pop-
ulation change estimations. According to
the domestic migration data, the District of
Columbia had negative net domestic migra-
tion during the 2000 to 2007 period.
However, the total population of the District

Table 1: State to State Annual Domestic Migration Flows of District of Columbia: Year 2000 to 2007

Inflows to the District

Outflows from the District

Source: Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
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DOMESTIC MIGRATION from page 2

was generally increasing as a result of pos-
itive natural increase (more births than
deaths) and positive net international
migration. The District's population thereby
increased from 572,059 in 2000 to 587,868
in 2007.

Domestic Inflows and Outflows:
Counties

Analyses of the migration data showed the
District's highest domestic migration out-

percent) went to Fairfax County, 2115 (27
percent) Arlington County, and 1105 (12
percent) Alexandria. New York received
1,623 migrants from the District in 2001-
2002. New York County got 752 (46 per-
cent) and Kings County with 260 (16 per-
cent). Other years since 2000 showed simi-
lar outflows by states and counties.

The District's highest domestic migration
inflows were in 2005-2006. During this peri-
od 32,302 persons came to the District from

domestic migration flows between the
District of Columbia and top three states
and their corresponding counties are
shown in Table 2 for the 2006-2007 period.

In general, during the 2000 to 2007 period,
the District's largest inflows and outflows
were with neighboring Prince George's and
Montgomery counties in Maryland, and
Arlington and Fairfax counties in Virginia.

Table 2: Inflows and Outflows of People: District of Columbia 2006-2007

(Top 3 states and their corresponding counties)

Inflows to District 2006-2007 From
To Top Three States

31,745
Top Three States

Source: Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Statistics of Income

flows occurred in 2001-2002. During this
period 38,503 persons moved from the
District to other states. The majority, 18,544
(48 percent) moved to Maryland, followed
by Virginia with 7,852 (20 percent) and
New York with 1,623 (4 percent).

Of the total 18,544 migrants who moved to
Maryland, 11,578 (62 percent) went to
Prince George's County, 5,170 (28 percent)
Montgomery County, and 425 (2 percent)
Charles County. Similarly, of the total 7,852
migrants who moved to Virginia, 2,346 (30

other states. The largest number of inflows
to the District came from Maryland (11,221),
followed by Virginia (5,873) and New York
(1,867). Most inflows from Maryland came
from Prince George's County (6,614) and
Montgomery County 93,213). Inflows from
Virginia to the District came from Arlington
County (1,913) and Fairfax County (1,716).
Inflows from New York to the District came
mainly from New York County (743) and
Kings County (242). Other years since 2000
showed similar inflows by states and coun-
ties. The most current data available on

Outflows from District 2006-2007

37,403
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