[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTICE OF FUNDS AVAILABILITY
Office of Innovation and Improvement (Race to the Top) 
School Improvement Grant (SIG) Program
The District of Columbia Office of the State Superintendent of Education is soliciting applications for the purpose of awarding SIG funds to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) who demonstrate the greatest need for the funds and the strongest commitment to use the funds to provide adequate resources in order to raise substantially the achievement of students in their lowest-performing schools.  School Improvement Grants (SIG), authorized under section 1003(g) of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Title I or ESEA), are grants to State educational agencies (SEAs) that SEAs use to make competitive sub-grants to local educational agencies (LEAs).  SIG funds are used for the purpose of  implementing one of the four Turnaround Models:  Turnaround, Transformation, Restart, and Closure.  In general, the purpose of School Improvement Grants (SIG) is to increase student achievement and teacher/principal effectiveness in the persistently lowest-achieving / newly classified “Priority” schools.  
Eligibility:  Local Education Agencies are eligible to apply who have schools identified as “Persistently Lowest Achieving” / “Priority”.
Length of Awards:  Grant awards will be made for a period of three (3) years, pending funding availability and the LEA/school’s satisfactory implementation of the SIG grant guidelines.
Available Funding for Awards:  The amount available for this award period is approximately $4,120,284.11
Anticipated Number of Awards:  It is anticipated that OSSE will have funding available for approximately 2 new awards.  Those awarded will join the 14 current award recipients implementing SIG requirements in 14 schools currently.
The Request for Applications (RFA) will be released on Monday, April 1, 2013 and the deadline for submission is Tuesday, April 30, 2013 at 4:00 p.m.  The RFA will be available on OSSE’s website, www.osse.dc.gov, and/or by contacting the Office of Innovation and Improvement at (202) 481-3797. 
The OSSE will facilitate two (2) Mandatory Pre-Application Technical Assistance Workshops for grant applicants. Applicants are required to attend one of the two Mandatory Pre-Application Technical Assistance Workshops to be held from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, April 12, 2013 and Friday, April 19, 2013; LOCATION TO BE ANOUNCED.  No one will be admitted once the workshop has begun and attendance will be taken at the end of the workshop. Failure to attend one of the Pre-Application Technical Assistance Workshops will disqualify an application. Pre-Registration for the Pre-Application Technical Assistance Workshops is required.
For additional information regarding this competition, please contact Dr. LeeTosha Henry, Effectiveness Manager via email at leetosha.henry@dc.gov.
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