REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS TO DEVELOP AND OPERATE

A FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER IN WARD 8 WASHINGTON, DC

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

THE FAR SOUTHEAST FAMILY STRENGTHENING COLLABORATIVE
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Announcement Date:
April 1, 2013

   RFA Release Date:
April 30, 2013

 Pre-Application Conference:
April 30, 2013 at 3:00 pm

     Application Submission Deadline:
May 31, 2013 at 3:00 pm
The Far Southeast Family Strengthening Collaborative, Inc. (FSFSC) is seeking applications from qualified District of Columbia-based community organizations to develop and operate a Family Support Center in the Ward 8 neighborhood of Cluster 36 – Buena Vista, Garfield Heights, Knox Hill, Skyland, Woodland; Cluster 38 – Douglass, Shipley; and Cluster 39 – Washington Highlands, Belleview, Congress Heights in partnership with the Far Southeast Family Strengthening Collaborative.

What is a Family Support Center?  As conceived by FSFSC, a Family Support Center is a setting in which a set of activities designed to support families and provide them opportunities to engage in wholesome and healthy activities toward the goal of increased stability are delivered or arranged.  A family support center is a warm and welcoming place in the community to which any family can come, not only in times of need, but as a regular part of day-to-day life. Most family support centers offer the following services: case management, family team meetings, case reviews, parenting education, parent involvement, self sufficiency programming, service coordination, health education, and information and referrals. These are modified and added to depending on the needs and desires of local families.  
Family support centers’ approach to working with families should build families’ strengths and capacities, serve as a hub for the community, work for positive social change, and offer help without stigma.  Ideally, parents act as resources in all sorts of capacities, from sitting on an advisory board to helping others develop job skills.  Family support centers are found in diverse settings: free-standing buildings; schools; libraries; churches, clinics; and other locations.
Organizations selected to develop and operate a Family Support Center will receive between $120,000.00 and $200,000.00 to be used as leverage to support the operation of a Family Support Center.
Interested applicants should attend the Pre-Application Conference on April 30, 2013 at 3:00pm at the FSFSC Main Office at 2041 MLK Jr. Ave SE, Suite 304, Washington, DC  20020.  To RSVP contact Cherise Mattheson cmattheson@fsfsc.org
