DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
FAMILY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY (NOFA)
FOR FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2015 
HOMELESS PREVENTION SERVICES GRANTS
Purpose/Description of Project

The District of Columbia (District) Department of Human Services (DHS), Family Services Administration (FSA), is the lead agency in the District for providing protection, intervention, and social services to meet the needs of vulnerable adults and families to help reduce risk and promote self-sufficiency.  

DHS/FSA has available funding for qualified non-profit and for-profit community-based organizations to establish homeless prevention services that facilitate person-centered, comprehensive, and targeted service delivery to families experiencing homelessness or at risk of chronic homelessness in the District.  In recent years, the District has experienced a significant increase in the number of families seeking homeless services.  In response to the complex needs of families, DHS/FSA has worked to help families remain in their communities through flexible supports to mediate conflicts and divert families from the need for shelter.  DHS is committed to reducing the high demand for emergency shelter at the front door and increasing family well-being by using national best practices around prevention resources to help families stay in their communities.

Homelessness comes at a large cost for families as they experience disconnect from their communities and often lack access to family and support networks.  DHS is seeking community-based partners to provide prevention services to families experiencing housing instability within the community.  Homeless prevention services include: 

· Mediation services (family, landlord-tenant, etc.)

· Financial assistance

· Budgeting and financial management (asset building),

· Comprehensive case management, and

· Rental and utility assistance.

Program outcomes anticipate a reduction in the number of families in need of emergency shelter due to the financial supports and assistance provided through this program.

DHS/FSA solicited detailed proposals, in accordance with applicable laws and regulations, to establish homeless prevention services that facilitate person-centered, comprehensive, and targeted service delivery to families experiencing homelessness or at risk of chronic homelessness in the District.
DHS intends to award three (3) homeless prevention grants to qualified non-profit and for-profit community-based organizations with a sub-grant that will require the successful applicant to establish homeless prevention services that facilitate person-centered, comprehensive, and targeted service delivery to families experiencing homelessness or at risk of chronic homelessness in the District, as outlined in the Request for Application (RFA).  

The goal of this RFA is to assist DHS to provide prevention services to families experiencing housing instability within the community, including, but not limited to, mediation services, financial assistance, budgeting and financial management, comprehensive case management, and

rental and utility assistance.
Eligibility 

Qualified non-profit and for-profit community-based organizations with a demonstrated history of providing services to individuals and families experiencing homelessness or at imminent risk of becoming homeless are eligible and invited to submit applications.
Review Factors

All applications will be objectively reviewed and scored against the criteria specified in the RFA.  
Length of Award

The grant will be for a period of one (1) year from the date of Award.  The Award may be continued for up to four (4) additional years based on documented project success and availability of funding.  Award recipients will be expected to begin project implementation within thirty (30) days of award.   

Available Funding 

The total amount available for the Award is one million five hundred thousand dollars and zero cents ($1,500,000.00) which will fund three (3) homeless prevention grants.   The Awards will be for a period of one (1) year from date of award. The Awards may be continued for up to four (4) additional years based on documented project success and availability of funding.
Anticipated Number of Awards

Three 

Time and Location to Obtain RFA

The RFA (RFA No. DHS-FSA-HPS-2015) will be released on Monday, June 8, 2015. The RFA will be posted on the Office of Partnerships and Grant Services website, www.opgs.dc.gov under the District Grants Clearinghouse.  
Pre-Application Conference

A pre-application conference will be held at DHS/FSA, 64 New York Avenue NE, Washington, DC 20002, 6th Floor (Hoteling Suite) on Wednesday, June 10, 2015 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Please contact Allison Tucker at allison.tucker@dc.gov or (202) 698-4140 for additional information.

Deadline for Applications 
The deadline for submission is Friday, June 19, 2015, at 4:45 p.m.  Late or incomplete applications will not be forwarded for review. 
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