
DEPARTMENT OF SMALL AND LOCAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

REVISED NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY

DSLBD Healthy Food Retail Program Grant

The Department of Small and Local Business Development (DSLBD) is soliciting applications for the Healthy Food Retail Program Grant.  DSLBD will award up to four grants from the $100,000 in total available funding.  The application deadline is Friday, December 4, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.     This Revised Notice of Funding Availability announces that the deadline to apply has been extended to Monday, December 14, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.

The purpose of the Healthy Food Retail Program Grant is to expand access to healthy foods in food deserts within the District of Columbia by providing assistance to corner stores, farmers markets and other small food retailers (less than 5,000 square feet).   

Eligible applicants are nonprofit organizations or businesses.  For additional eligibility requirements and exclusions, please review the Request for Applications (RFA) which is currently posted at http://dslbd.dc.gov/service/current-solicitations-opportunities.

Eligible Use of Funds: Applicants may propose any type of project which supports corner stores or other small food retailers located in food deserts with high rates of low-income households.  Funds can be used for expenses incurred during the Period of Performance, which is October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2016.  For additional examples of eligible uses of funds, exclusions, and a map of the DC food deserts, please review the RFA.

If awarded a grant, grantees must be able to complete funded projects by September 30, 2016.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Application Process: Interested applicants must complete an online application by Monday, December 14, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.  DSLBD will not accept applications submitted via hand delivery, mail or courier service.  Late submissions applications will not be forwarded to the review panel. Instructions and guidance regarding application preparation can be found in the RFA, which is available at http://dslbd.dc.gov/service/current-solicitations-opportunities.  

Selection Process: DSLBD will select grant recipients through a competitive application process.  All applications will be forwarded to a review panel to be evaluated, scored, and ranked based on the selection criteria listed below.  

1. Capacity and Experience of the Applicant  (25 points)
2. Strength of the Project Implementation Plan (25 points)
3. Financial Viability of Applicant Organization (25 points)
4. Creativity and Innovation (25 points)

The DSLBD program team will review the panel reviewers’ recommendations and the DSLBD Director will make the final determination of grant awards. DSLBD will select a grantee by January 8, 2016.  

Award of Grants: Up to four grants totaling $100,000 will be awarded.  

For More Information:  Attend a Pre-Application Information Session on Thursday, November 4, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. or Tuesday, November 17, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. Both sessions will be held at 441 4th Street, NW, Suite 805.  This is a secure building and entrance requires government-issued identification.  

Questions may be sent to Lauren Adkins at the Department of Small and Local Business Development at lauren.adkins@dc.gov  or 202-727-3900.  

Reservations:  DSLBD reserves the right to issue addenda and/or amendments subsequent to the issuance of the NOFA or RFA, or to rescind the NOFA or RFA.
