OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
Fiscal Year 2013 Creating Centers of Exemplary Practice in Infant/Toddler Care and Expanding Infant/Toddler Slots in the District of Columbia 
Request for Application Release Date: January 25, 2013
Grant Application Submission Deadline: March 1, 2013
The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) provides leadership and coordination to ensure that all District of Columbia children, from birth to kindergarten entrance, have access to high quality early childhood development programs and are well prepared for school. OSSE works to develop an effective early childhood education system by implementing high standards for programs and professionals, creating supports to meet standards, adhering to rigorous accountability measures, engaging community stakeholders and securing strong financial supports.
Request for Applications: Brain development is rapid during the first three years of life. 
High-quality early experiences have a positive impact on lifelong learning and health while adverse experiences can have a negative impact. According to the 2011 Great Start DC Infant/Toddler Baseline and Workforce Development Study, if the District of Columbia is to become a world-class city, it must ensure that it offers a world-class educational system that prepares every child, in every community for a great start in life. Recent research points to the need to prepare children even earlier- a realization that school readiness begins in infancy and that birth-to-three years are critical for growth and development. The quality of care and education provided in those decisive early years establishes a child’s social and cognitive trajectory for the rest of his or her life.

In support of the District of Columbia’s Early Success Initiative which is a collaboration of multiple District agencies and community partners working together to ensure that ALL children and families in the District of Columbia are thriving, OSSE invites applicants to establish Infant/Toddler Centers of Exemplary Practice.  The Infant/Toddler Centers of Exemplary Practice will serve as community-based models of best practice in the area of Infant/Toddler Care and Education, Workforce Development as well as expansion sites for increasing the number of high quality Infant/Toddler slots in the District. Additionally, the Centers of Exemplary Practice will provide opportunities for teachers to observe, train, and learn about curriculum approaches that are culturally and linguistically appropriate.  
Eligibility for Awards: Applicants are limited to those community-based Infant and Toddler programs that are nationally accredited and are willing to participate in the OSSE Child Care Subsidy program. OSSE seeks to fund twenty (20) awards at $50,000 each.  For each $50,000 grant award, the Grantee MUST use the funds for facility improvements/enhancements, equipment, curriculum materials and other items needed to create eight (8) new Infant/Toddler slots to be funded through the OSSE Child Care Subsidy program.
Available Funding for Awards: Funding for the Creating Centers of Exemplary Practice in Infant/Toddler Care and Expanding Infant/Toddler Slots in the District of Columbia program is made available through District of Columbia local appropriations. This Request for Applications (RFA) does not commit OSSE to make an award.
Important Dates: The Request for Applications (RFA) will be available on January 25, 2013. Applications may be obtained from the Office of Partnerships and Grant Services website, Funding Alert link @ http://opgs.dc.gov/page/funding-alert or the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) website, http://osse.dc.gov/. Applications may also be obtained from Lilian Tetteh, Grants Management Specialist, please send an email to lilian.tetteh@dc.gov to request an electronic copy of the application. The deadline for application submission is March 1, 2013 at 3:30 p.m. EST.
Parties interested in applying for this RFA are strongly recommended to attend the

Pre-Application Conference that will be held on February 12, 2013, from Noon to 2:00 p.m. 
EST at 810 First Street, NE, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Washington, DC 20002. Interested parties planning to attend the Pre-Application Conference are requested to RSVP to 
Lilian Tetteh via e-mail to lilian.tetteh@dc.gov by February 11, 2013.
