OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
Fiscal Year 2013 Child Development Associate (CDA) 
Training, Scholarships and Promotion Program DOCPROPERTY  Category  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Request for Application Release Date: January 18, 2013
Grant Application Submission Deadline: March 1, 2013
The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) provides leadership and coordination to ensure that all District of Columbia children, from birth to kindergarten entrance, have access to high quality early childhood development programs and are well prepared for school. OSSE works to develop an effective early childhood education system by implementing high standards for programs and professionals, creating supports to meet standards, adhering to rigorous accountability measures, engaging community stakeholders and securing strong financial supports.
Request for Applications: The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) intends to fund one (1) or more Grantees to award provide comprehensive support to CDA candidates from the application to the Direct Assessment Application phase. At a minimum, support shall include:

· Purchasing materials from the Council for Professional Recognition;

· CDA assessment and renewal fee scholarships; 

· Portfolio assembly and review;

· Career counseling and referral to resources that can help candidates continue to expand understanding for best practices in early childhood;

· Advisor assignment and observation completion;

· Technology support; and

· Referral to other resources based on the needs of the candidates

To be eligible for the grant, applicants must be a non-profit entity based in the District of Columbia.  OSSE is issuing this Request for Application (RFA) to obtain assistance in fulfilling its mission of meeting the child development needs of the community. Specifically, OSSE seeks to enhance the availability of quality child care and improve the skills of child care providers by providing technical support and funding scholarships to individuals seeking to obtain the Child Development Associate (CDA) credential sponsored by the Council for Professional Recognition (Council).  
The CDA is an individual who has demonstrated competence to meet the specific needs of children and work with parents and other adults to nurture children’s physical, social, emotional and intellectual growth in a child development framework. The Council for Professional Recognition administers the CDA National Credentialing Program. The CDA National Credentialing Program is designed to evaluate and improve the skills of child care providers in center-based care (as well as family child care and home visitor programs). Center-based settings include child care centers, nursery schools, preschools, child development programs, and Head Start centers. The CDA Competency Standards and assessment process for center-based child care providers define, evaluate, and recognize the skills needed both to manage a well-run program and to meet the developmental needs of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers.

Eligibility for Awards: Applicants are limited to those non-profit entity based in the District of Columbia.  OSSE is making $250,000 available for the purpose of this grant award. 
Available Funding for Awards: Funding for Child Development Associate (CDA) 

Scholarships and Promotion Program DOCPROPERTY  Category  \* MERGEFORMAT  is made available through funds awarded to the District of Columbia by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), Administration for Children and Families (ACF) Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) and District of Columbia local appropriations. This Request for Applications (RFA) does not commit OSSE to make an award.

Important Dates: The Request for Applications (RFA) will be available on January 18, 2013. Applications may be obtained from the Office of Partnerships and Grant Services website, Funding Alert link @ http://opgs.dc.gov/page/funding-alert or the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) website, http://osse.dc.gov/. Applications may also be obtained from Lilian Tetteh, Grants Management Specialist, please send an email to lilian.tetteh@dc.gov to request an electronic copy of the application. The deadline for application submission is March 1, 2013 at 3:30 p.m. EST.
Parties interested in applying for this RFA are strongly recommended to attend the

Pre-Application Conference that will be held on February 14, 2013, from 10:00 a.m. to Noon 
EST at 810 First Street, NE, 9th Floor, Conference Room 9014, Washington, DC 20002. Interested parties planning to attend the Pre-Application Conference are requested to RSVP to 
Lilian Tetteh via e-mail to lilian.tetteh@dc.gov by February 13, 2013.
