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HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD
and TB Administration (HAHSTA) 


Effi Barry HIV/AIDS Program FY14 Pre-Application Conference
 
Monday, July 1, 2013 from 2:30pm to 4:00pm
899 North Capitol Street, N.E. – 4th Floor
Washington, DC  20002
 
 
AUDIENCE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
 
Q:  Are organizations working only in HIV prevention activities eligible, or is it required to work with HIV-positive individuals?

A:  Organizations working in prevention or only with HIV-negative clients are eligible.

 

Q:  With the Strategic Planning (SP) component, can our organization choose its own consultant?  Does it have to be before we apply?

A:  Yes, you can choose your own, but we have a pool of vetted consultants available.  You can choose someone after you are awarded, but it has to fit under what your award is for.

 

Q:  Does the consultant for Linkages component grantees go in the proposed budget of the Application?

A:  No, that person is provided through the program to assist you. 

 

Q:  For the Linkages component, can you apply with past organizations that you linked with?

A:  Yes, if you are able to show the impact of your past Linkages and/or collaborative activities.  Data is important here.

 

Q:  For current Fiscal Year 2013 SP grantees, can we discuss topics that we didn’t get to this fiscal year (FY) as a reason for reapplying for SP?

A:  In order to be eligible for the 2014 SP cohort as a current SP grantee, you have to show that you met your 2013 deliverables.  As it pertains to the group level trainings, you can identify some of those topic areas as SP sustainability activities.

 

Q:  Can we use the award to hire new staff?

A:  No; we discourage that due to the funding not being long-term.  

 

Q:  What are the Effi Barry Institute’s (EBI) obligations to SP component grantees?

A:  With EBI, we wanted to institute year-round trainings/forums for the entire HIV/AIDS workforce, not just SP grantees.  So EBI is not responsible for SP component grantees directly, only inasmuch as they are part of the larger community/network of providers.

 

Q:  We are having trouble with formatting in the provided application form.

A:  Suggestions are to copy and paste into Notepad to remove formatting, or, alternatively, you can type directly into the application document by enabling editing, or copy and paste the questions into your own Word Document.  All  must adhere to the 7-page limit.

 

Q:  Could you clarify about the consultation provided for the Linkages component grantees?

A:  The technical assistance (TA) for the Linkages component will be for the partnership, for strengthening the integrated services/activities as a whole.

 

Q:  Does EBI replace the TA to SP grantees?

A:  No.  EBI is for the broader community of providers, not just Effi Barry HIV/AIDS Program (EBP) grantees.

 

Q:  We wanted to be a subcontractor for a Ryan White medical provider, but Ryan White awards haven’t been announced yet.  What do you suggest?

A:  Maybe you should apply for the SP component rather than the Linkages component of the EBP, so you can use this opportunity to learn more about subcontracting and strengthen your partnership.

 

Q:  Is the list of EBI topics in the EBP RFA document exhaustive?

A:  Not necessarily – there is some flexibility there, if necessary.

 

Q:  Who can come to the trainings?  Is anyone required to attend?

A:  Any medical or non-medical provider in the District of Columbia can come to EBI trainings.  Attendance isn’t mandatory for anyone, but strongly encouraged.

 

Q:  Are the current FY13 EBP grantees listed online?

A:  We have a list and will send it out to everyone who signed in.

 

Q:  What is the SP budget for?  Are we basically budgeting for consultants?

A:  Funds have to go to SP and sustainability activities.  Consultants are a big part of that.

 

Q:  Can we request SP for Ryan White in anticipation of being funded under Ryan White?
A:  That is probably not a good idea, as you will most likely not be informed of which partnerships were funded before the July 22nd Effi Barry Prg. application submission deadline.

 

Q:  How do we get on the list of approved consultants for EBI training areas?

A:  If you’re an expert in any of the topic areas listed under the EBI section of the RFA, I would encourage you to submit your resume and credentials for consideration.  

 

Q:  Is there a list of providers in the District of Columbia?  How do we know how many people to expect at trainings?

A:  It’s difficult to provide you with an accurate number, due to the unfortunate fact that some organizations have gone out of business.  I can’t forecast the number of participants that will be in attendance at the trainings.

 

Q:  Is there an emphasis on HIV/AIDS for the EBI?  It seemed that way from the NOFA.

A:  Not really, that’s an artifact of the way the NOFA is structured.  There will be HIV/AIDS related topic areas, but there will be high level trainings in areas outside of HIV/AIDS (refer to the training topic areas in the RFA under Effi Barry HIV/AIDS Institute).

 

Q:  Can we use an Appendix for charts?

A:  They can be in the text or at the end, but attachments are not included in the 7 page limit.

 
REQUIRED ASSURANCES:
 

Q:  Doesn’t the DCRA have a new website?

A:  Yes – you can get an instant Certificate of Clean Hands for $40 if you are already in the system.

 

Q:  Do we need to submit a letter of intent?

A:  No, it is not mandatory that you do so.

 

Q:  Should we bring the assurances when we turn in our application?

A:  Yes, it’s a good idea to bring at least a copy.  We may have the documents on file if you can’t find one of them. There is a helpful “Early Bird” option.  You can submit your assurance package to April Richardson at HAHSTA from July 1st through July 17th.  Then she can let you know if your package is complete before the application deadline.
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