

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS) 
ECONOMIC SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (ESA)

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY

FY 2015 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAM GRANT

The Department of Human Services (DHS), Economic Security Administration (ESA),  is the lead agency in the District of Columbia for implementation of the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, in accordance with the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 601 et seq.).   Time limited assistance is available through TANF for eligible families.  As a condition of eligibility, applicants and recipients must comply with program requirements, which are designed to encourage and support personal accountability and self-sufficiency.  One of the barriers that may impede progress toward self-sufficiency is domestic violence.

The District has grant funds available through TANF to assist customers to identify and to overcome barriers to self-sufficiency due to domestic violence.  Customers who disclose either an interest in or need to confront issues of domestic violence will be referred to those trained in domestic violence intervention for screening, assessment, and supportive services.  Additionally, the provider of the support services will conduct community outreach to TANF customers to raise awareness about domestic violence and the services available through the grant funded program.

The experience of the ESA indicates that customers are often hesitant to disclose that they are current or past victims of domestic violence to caseworkers, especially at the time of application for benefits.  It is essential to provide opportunities for disclosure and to address the impact and effect of domestic violence.

DHS/ESA has approximately $500,000.00 for multiple grant awards.

The Request for Application (RFA) will be released on Thursday, February 7, 2014.  The RFA may be obtained from DHS/ESA located at 64 New York Avenue, NE, Washington, D.C. 20002.  In addition, the RFA will also be available on the Department of Small and Local Business Development website (http://dslbd.dc.gov) under the link Grants for Non-Profit, click on the link Grant Funding Alert.  For additional information, please contact Ms. Marchelle White, Department of Human Services, 202-698-3942.

The deadline for submission is Friday, March 7, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. EST

Applicants are encouraged to attend the Pre-Application conference scheduled for Tuesday, February 18, 2014 from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the Economic Security Administration 609 H Street, N.E., 5th Floor Conference Room 528, Washington, DC 20002. Applicants interested in attending the Conference should RSVP to Marchelle White, DHS/ESA, at (202) 698-3942 on or before Friday, February 14, 2014.
