
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS)

ECONOMIC SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (ESA)

SNAP EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING PROGRAM (SNAP E&T)

AMENDMENTS TO REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA): SNAP E&T-2017-01

FY2017 GRANTS TO COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS FOR SNAP EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
The Government of the District of Columbia, Department of Human Services, Economic Security Administration (DHS/ESA) hereby issues this notice of a first amendment to the Request for Applications (RFA) that was announced in the August 5, 2016, District of Columbia Register (DC Register), Volume 63-Number 33 (Vol.63-No.33) issue.  Revisions to the RFA for FY2017 Grants to Community-Based Organizations for SNAP Employment and Training (SNAP E&T-2017-01) are as follows:

· The application deadline has been extended to September 9, 2016.  Applications will be accepted until 3:00 PM on this date.  

· Applicants interested in applying may contact Carlous Price at (202) 299-3544 or by email to Carlous.Price@dc.gov.

Program Description

The Department of Human Services (DHS), Economic Security Administration (ESA),  is the lead agency in the District of Columbia for SNAP Employment and Training (SNAP E&T), as authorized by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (Pub. L. No 110-246, §6(d)(4); 7 U.S.C. §2015(d)(4).  The purpose of SNAP E&T is to provide SNAP participants opportunities to gain skills, training or experience that will improve their employment prospects and reduce their reliance on public benefits.  

Purpose/Description of Project
This Request for Applications (RFA) seeks to identify potential applicants with ESA that can provide allowable SNAP E&T services to SNAP participants.  The scope of allowable services under this RFA is outlined in Section II of the RFA and includes outreach, planning, administration, and operation of an allowable SNAP E&T component.  It also includes participant expenses, such as transportation, dependent care, licenses, uniforms and tools for a job, test fees, books, and tuition expenses.  The entire cost of allowable expenditures must be borne initially by the grantee.  However, DHS will reimburse awardees 40 cents for every dollar expended on allowable SNAP E&T programs and activities.  DHS will retain 10 cents for every dollar expended for program administration.
Eligibility
Applications are requested from community-based organizations, SNAP E&T grantees, and government agencies located in the District of Columbia that have demonstrated experience working with individuals and families receiving public benefits.  Faith-based organizations, such as churches, synagogues, mosques, or religiously based social service affiliates of such organizations are encouraged to apply.  Applications are also encouraged from collaborating community-based and faith-based organizations.  Applicants must demonstrate an outstanding track-record of providing employment and training services and job placements to SNAP recipients and other low-income populations.  Applicants must provide services that compliment ESA’s current in-house SNAP E&T program, which currently include job search, transportation, and dependent care subsidies.

Review Factors

All applications will be objectively reviewed and scored against the criteria specified in the Request for Applications (RFA).

Length of Grant Award

The award period for the grant will be through September 30, 2017 at which time all funds must be invoiced.  Upon satisfactory performance and subject to the availability of funds, two one-year renewable options may be offered.  Please see the RFA for reporting requirements adjacent grant awards.    
Available Funding

The entire cost of allowable expenditures must be borne initially by the grantee.  While there is no maximum award level per grantee, all costs must be reasonable and necessary to carry out SNAP E&T programs and services.
Anticipated Number of Grant Awards
ESA intends to award up to three (3) grants to organizations that will provide allowable SNAP E&T services to SNAP E&T participants.  
Request for Application (RFA) Release

The RFA will be posted on the Office of Partnerships and Grant Services website (http://opgs.dc.gov/page/opgs-district-grants-clearinghouse) under the District Grants Clearinghouse. 
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