OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION
NOTIC OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
Fiscal Year 2014 Classroom Assessment Scoring System™ (CLASS™) Observations
Request for Applications Release Date:  November 8, 2013
Grant Application Submission Deadline:  December 4, 2013
The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE), formerly known as the State Education Office (SEO), is a high-performing, transparent agency that sets proactive policies, exercises vigilant oversight, and directs resources that guarantee residents educated in the District of Columbia are among the highest performers in the nation; fully prepared for successful postsecondary learning and employment in the creative economy. The OSSE launched its official name change on June 12, 2007, and was created by the District of Columbia Public Education Reform Act of 2007 (DC Act 17-38). As the State Education Agency for DC, the OSSE sets statewide policies, provides resources and support, and exercises accountability for ALL public education in DC.
OSSE provides leadership and coordination to ensure that all District of Columbia children, from birth to kindergarten entrance, have access to high quality early childhood development programs and are well prepared for school. OSSE works to develop an effective early childhood education system by implementing high standards for programs and professionals, creating supports to meet standards, adhering to rigorous accountability measures, engaging community stakeholders and securing strong financial supports. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Request for Applications: The Division of Early Learning, Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) seeks proposals from education-based organizations, consulting firms, or vendors to conduct observations utilizing the Classroom Assessment Scoring System-Pre-K (CLASS-Pre-K) instrument in 3 and 4 year old pre-kindergarten classrooms across 3 sectors (community-based organizations, District of Columbia Public Schools, and District of Columbia Public Charter Schools in each ward and conduct observations utilizing FCCERS-R instrument in family homes across each ward.

The Grantee shall set up the schedule, provide CLASS-trained consultants, manage logistics with sectors, track the data, aggregate the scores, provide notes/reports and provide a final analysis for each of the three sectors (schools/programs).  There will be approximately 291 pre-kindergarten classrooms throughout the three sectors (District of Columbia Public Schools, DC Public Charter Schools, and Community Based Organizations.


Available Funding for Awards: Funding for the Classroom Assessment Scoring System™ (CLASS™) Observations is made available through federal funding provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), as well as the Administration for Children and Families (ACF), Office of the Child, the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) and the District of Columbia local appropriations. This Request for Applications (RFA) does not commit OSSE to make an award. Total amount available is $250,000.
Important Dates: The Request for Applications (RFA) will be available on November 8, 2013. Applications may be obtained from the Office of Partnerships and Grant Services website, Funding Alert link @ http://opgs.dc.gov/page/funding-alert or the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) website, http://osse.dc.gov/. Applications may also be obtained from Mr. Walter C. Lundy, Jr., Associate Director, please send an email to Walter.Lundy@dc.gov  to request an electronic copy of the application. The deadline for application submission is December 4, 2013 via electronic submission at 3:30 p.m. EST. Parties interested in applying for this RFA are strongly recommended to attend the               Pre-Application Conference that will be held on  November 19, 2013, from 1 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. EST at 810 First Street, NE,  9th Floor,  Conference Room 9014, Washington, DC 20002. Interested parties planning to attend the Pre-Application Conference are requested to RSVP to Mr. Walter Lundy, Jr. via e-mail to Walter.Lundy@dc.gov  by November 18, 2013.

