DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
STATE MENTAL HEALTH PLANNING COUNCIL


AMENDED REQUEST FOR PROJECTS
FY 2014 – FY 2015 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES BLOCK GRANT 

All Requests for Projects must be submitted by January 22, 2013. 

The project description should follow the format below and be concisely written between 5-10 pages or fewer and no lengthy attachments.  

1.   Documentation of Organization/Agency/Individual Qualifications for Application: 

Projects must be from:

a. District-based, nonprofit organizations which are: in good standing with the District government, the Internal Revenue Service and have not been debarred from procurements by the federal government, the Government of the District of Columbia or any governmental entity; have not been excluded from participation in federally funded health care programs; and provide documentation for these requirements. This documentation may include but not be limited to registration with the District of Columbia as non-profit organization and with the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3). 

-OR-

b. Individuals or non-incorporated groups must: 1) have a registered agent to receive funds on their behalf that must be District-based and in good standing with the District government, the Internal Revenue Service; 2) have not been debarred from procurements by the federal government, the government of the District of Columbia or any governmental entity; 3) have not been excluded from participation in federally funded health care programs; and 4) must provide documentation for this requirement. This documentation may include but not be limited to registration with the District of Columbia as non-profit organization and with the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3). Individuals or non-incorporated groups cannot be excluded from participation in federally funded health care programs. 

c. Projects from District academic settings or other academic entities with special projects such as colleges and universities can also apply.

2.   Organization/Agency Background- Provide a brief description of the entity submitting the 
proposed Project (e.g., type of organization, length of existence, purpose, types of clients, primary outcomes).

3.   SAMHSA Strategic Initiative- Identify the name and definition for the SAMHSA initiative   
      related to the proposed Project. These initiatives include: 1) Prevention of Substance Abuse  
      and Mental Illness; 2) Trauma and Justice; 3) Military Families; 4) Recovery Support; 5)  
     Health Reform; 6) Health Information Technology; 7) Data, Outcomes and Quality; and 8)  
     Public Awareness and Support. The Planning Council recommends reviewing these initiatives 
     on the SAMHSA website (http://www.samhsa.gov/).	

4.  Institute of Medicine (IOM) Prevention Category- Identify the name and definition for the 
     IOM prevention category and/or  combination of categories related to the proposed Project. 	

5.   Project Title- Indicate the name of the proposed Project.

6.   Project Target Population- Provide a brief description of the specific characteristics of the  
      target population and include the number of participants for the proposed Project (e.g.,    
      gender, child/youth, transition age youth, adults, older adults, parents, family members, 
      mental health issues with co-occurring substance use disorder, homeless, trauma issues,  
     specific health issues, criminal justice involvement, etc.).

7.   Project Background and Purpose- Provide a brief description of the background 
      Information related to the proposed Project including: the problem/issue being addressed and 
      why it is important;  how the proposed Project will benefit its participants; and how the 
      Project will help to improve the delivery of behavioral health (mental health and substance 
      use disorder) and/or primary health services in the District of Columbia.  If the request for 
      funding is for an existing project, clearly indicate how these funds will be used to 
      implement a new initiative.

8.    Project Goals- Indicate what the proposed Project will accomplish both short-term and 
       long-term. 
Create goals that are specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and time-sensitive (S.M.A.R.T. goals). Example: The Older Adult Committee will develop a plan for serving 30 older adults with mental illness and chronic health issues by June 30, 2013.

9.    Project Measurable Outcomes- Identify the tool/method that will be used to measure the 
       success of the proposed Project. Example: Youth with high scores on the Anger Management Scale 
        will participate in a 6-week Anger Management Course and be re-tested to see if their scores are 
        significantly lower.

10.  Project Timeline- Indentify a work plan for the proposed Project during FY 2013 and FY 
       2014 in terms of activities/schedule of events and their durations; milestones and their 
       completion dates. The status will be reported in the Quarterly Report. (Note: the start date 
       for availability of funds will be some time on or after July 1, 2013, but the exact date is not 
       specified).  


11.  Project Team- Indicate the Project manager and responsibilities/roles of persons who are 
       likely to work on the proposed Project with the applicant. Include resumes for these 
       identified individuals. 

12.  Project Evaluation Plan- Identify key performance indicators that demonstrate Project 
       outcomes (e.g., results from people participating in a program, group, activity/event, or 
       receiving an intervention), include the method of data tracking that will be used and reported 
       in the Quarterly Report through the grant period.  For example:
    
	FY 2013 – FY 2014 Quarters
	7/1/13-
9/30/13
	10/1/13-
12/31/13
	1/1/14-
3/31/14
	4/1/14-
6/30/14
	7/1/14-9/30/14

	Number of Persons Referred
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Persons Served
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Unduplicated Persons Services
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of Services Provided
	
	
	
	
	

	Outcomes Achieved
	
	
	
	
	



13.  Project Budget- If the proposed Project has other funding sources, identify the other 
      funding sources and the amount of funds. Clearly indicate how the proposed Project funds 
      will be tracked and how the program will ensure that they are directed to specific activities 
      identified for the proposed Project.


Indicate the anticipated cost of the proposed Project by associating costs with activities and services. Report project expenditures in the Quarterly Report.

	FY 2013 - FY 2014 
Funded Category
	Funded Amount
	Activity/Services
	Amount Paid

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



14.  Project Sustainability- Indicate how the proposed Project will continue after the requested 
       funding period ends and how it will be funded. 

15.  Previous Block Grant Funding- Indicate the Project name, date and funding amount for all 
       Projects that received Department of Mental Health Block Grant funds from FY 2006 - FY 
       2012. For all Projects similar to proposed Project, indicate how the Projects are different.

16.  Dissemination of Project Results- In addition to the requested Project Quarterly Status 
       Reporting, Project Measurable Outcomes Tracking, and Project Evaluation, indicate how the 
       Project Final Report will be communicated.



Restrictions on the Use of Mental Health Block Grant Funds
The Public Health Service Act provides specific restrictions regarding the use of Mental Health Block Grant funding. The funds may not be used for any of the following purposes:
To provide inpatient hospital services;
To make cash payments to intended recipients of health services;
To purchase or improve land, purchase, construct, or permanently improve (other than minor remodeling) and building or other facility, or purchase major medical equipment;

To satisfy any requirement for the expenditure of non-Federal funds as a condition for the receipt of Federal funds; and

To provide financial assistance to any entity other than a public or nonprofit private entity. (This prohibits use of MHBG funds to award grants/financial assistance to for-profit organizations but does not prohibit States from entering into a contractual agreement with for-profit organizations). 


All funded Projects are required to: 1) agree to all conditions of the sub-grant rules and sub-grant agreement; 2) submit all required reports including expenditures to the D.C. State Mental Health Planning Council (SMHPC) and 3) submit a request to the SMHPC to make any substantial change in Project implementation and/or budget prior to making any changes.     

Any questions regarding the Request for Projects must be submitted in writing to Suzanne Fenzel (Suzanne.fenzel@dc.gov), Lynne M. Smith (lynne.smith@dc.gov) and/or Juanita Reaves (juanita.reaves@dc.gov). 

All project proposals must be submitted by January 22, 2013. They can be emailed to:  Suzanne.fenzel@dc.gov; lynne.smith@dc.gov and/or juanita.reaves@dc.gov.
All approved projects are contingent upon receipt and availability of funding.
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